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A model of the experimental 1895 spark transmitter with which Marconi tried a new
idea of using an elevated aerial and a buried earth in order to improve the transmitting

range of his system — a combination which proved vital to the future development of
long-distance wireless communication.

OLD RADIO SETS

Jonathan Hill

Shire Publications Ltd



CONTENTS

The pre-broadcasting era ..........ccc....... 3
The nineteen twenties ............cccvveeeenn. 8
The nineteen thirties .. .16
The nineteen forties ........cccevvvveivineenns 21
The nineteen fifties .......ccccceeevevveeeennn. 25
The nineteen SIXtes .......ccoceeveevivveeenns 28
Further reading.........ccoccoccovninininnnn, 32
Contacts and useful addresses............ 32
Places to VISIt ...oovvveeeveeeiiieeeciee e 32

Published in 1998 by Shire Publications Ltd,
Cromwell House, Church Street, Princes Ris-
borough, Buckinghamshire HP27 9AA, UK.
Website: www.shirebooks.co.uk

Copyright © 1993 by Jonathan Hill. First pub-
lished 1993; reprinted 1995 and 1998. Shire
Album 295. ISBN 07478 0219 X.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopy, recording, or any infor-
mation storage and retrieval system, without
permission in writing from the publishers.

Printed in Great Britain by CIT Printing Services Ltd, Press Buildings, Merlins Bridge,

Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA61 1XF.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data: Hill, Jonathan. Old Radio Sets. — (Shire
Albums; No. 295). 1. Title. II. Series. 621.38409. ISBN 0-7478-0219-X.

To Sam and Cavyll.

Cover: Ekco All-electric Consolette RS3, made by E. K. Cole Ltd in 1931.

This was the first commercial valve telegraphy receiver to be placed on the market. Made by
Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company in Chelmsford in 1910, the Marconi-Fleming Valve
Receiver used two diode detector valves which were designed by Marconi’s scientific adviser
Sir Ambrose Fleming and put into commercial production by the Edison Swan Electric

Company.



